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Mullah Yagoob (b. 1990), the 26-year-old son of Mullah
Omar, to be his second deputy. Yaqoob had studied in
Islamic seminaries in Pakistan’s port city of Karachi and was
also popular among the younger Taliban members. Being
the son of Mullah Omar afforded him a constituency of his
own. Hibatullah and Yaqoob had a good relationship, espe-
cially after Omar’s death in 2013,

Mullah Yaqoob’s time spent in Karachi added value to
his credentials and influenced his leanings. Members of the
Quetta Shura had started relocating from Quetta to Karachi
in 2009-10 to avoid being targeted, and Mullah Omar himself
was moved by the Pakistani intelligence to Karachi after he
suffered a heart attack in 2011.* He remained hospitalized
there, with Yagoob acting as his loyal carer throughout the
illness. In fact, it was Yagoob who had dismissed rumors of
Mullah Omar’s unnatural death and had thereby come to
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